
 
 

“Try Something New.”  That’s what I kept telling myself.  Yes, I tried something new with my 
monthly updates, and I tried to update you every Thursday with fewer items per email to make 
it easier to read.  However, the format just wasn’t working for me.  I’ve decided to go back to 
my previous format.  I’ll try to send out a report one or two times per month with other emails 
being sent individually as deemed important/necessary/time sensitive.  As usual, there’s lots of 
important information below.  Happy reading! 
 

2013-2014 CTE Student Participation Reports 
The 2013-2014 Career and Technical Education (CTE) Student Participation Reports are now 
available for completion via an on-line link. 
 
The link is posted on the Secondary CTE web page and also located here: 
http://www.keysurvey.com/f/345142/20c3 
 
Any high school district planning to apply for Carl D. Perkins and/or State VoEd funding for next 
year must submit Participation Reports by all CTE teachers for all CTE programs at your high 
school.  Please make sure that each CTE teacher completes their report and electronically 
submits it to the OPI by the due date: Friday, February 28, 2014. 
 
As in the past, current course descriptions and a master schedule (such as an electronic 
'registration booklet') are required from each CTE high school program as part of OPI program 
approval.  The OPI recommends ONE person from each district or high school be asked to 
submit ALL CTE course descriptions and one master schedule for everyone.  This will fulfill the 
requirement, make it easier and faster, eliminate duplicated information, and avoid 
uploading problems within the report. 
 
The data collected from these Participation Reports is used for Carl Perkins accountability 
reporting and factors that determine the State CTE (State VoEd) allocation.  Therefore, it is 
imperative that the information submitted on these reports is complete and 
accurate.  Incomplete, missing, or inaccurate data will affect your district's FY14 State 
CTE/Perkins allocations. 
 
For more information or assistance with this online report, please contact Diana Fiedler, 
Accountability Specialist, by phone at 406.444.9019 or send her an email at: dfiedler@mt.gov.  
 

CTE Update 
Would you like to know what is happening in CTE across Montana?  The latest CTE Update from 
OPI has been posted to our web page.  You can find it here: 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/programs/CTAE/CTE.html#gpm1_15.  
 
 
 

http://lists.opi.mt.gov/newsletters/link.php?M=10086&N=1151&L=3860&F=H
mailto:dfiedler@mt.gov
http://www.opi.mt.gov/programs/CTAE/CTE.html#gpm1_15


 
 

Global Youth Service Day Mini-Grants  
Get involved with the world's largest service event on April 11-13! Plan a Global Youth Service 
Day (GYSD) project in your community. Mini-grants of $150 are available to youth-driven 
organizations across Montana.  Applying for a Global Youth Service Day mini-grant is quick and 
easy to do. Find project ideas and download the application here and email your submission to 
serve@mt.gov by February 28. Eligible organizations include: Classrooms, Girl Scout & Boy 
Scout Troops, School Garden Clubs, 4-H Clubs, Afterschool Programs, Honor Societies, Student 
Councils, United Ways, Nonprofits and more.   
 
Now in its 26th year, Global Youth Service Day mobilizes youth to identify and address the 
needs of their communities through service and celebrates the power of young people. Help 
celebrate GYSD April 11-13 by engaging youth in your community! Learn more about GYSD and 
register your project at www.gysd.org.  Questions? Contact Marissa Perry at 406-444-9077 or 
mperry@mt.gov  
 

Montana FCS in the News! 
Congrats to Bev Tompers and Jocelyn Sumner for Belgrade High School’s Culinary Arts Program 
being ranked in The Hospitality 100 List!  The Hospitality 100 list is comprised of high schools 
and tech centers that excel in the areas of Culinary Arts, Baking & Pastry Arts and/or Hospitality 
Management. Some are competition winners from FCCLA, Pro Start and Skills USA within a 
particular region. The committee also conducts research to establish schools with strong 
hospitality enrollment and influence in their community. Included are many schools the 
committee specifically pay visits to that they deem to have strong hospitality studies programs.  
See the announcement here:  http://sullivan.edu/hot100/hospitality-100-schools.asp 
 
Congrats to Cindy Artist of Fairfield High School for receiving a $250 "One Class at a Time" 
check for her FCS classroom!  Read the newspaper article here: http://bit.ly/1fWGaNQ.  
 

Montana FCCLA Update 
With Nicole Wanago, our Montana FCCLA State Director, steering the FCCLA ship now, my 
email inbox has been suspiciously quiet the past few months.  I always figured most of the 
emails I received each month were FCCLA geared, but now I know for sure.  Nicole is now 
sending out all the FCCLA updates via email, so if you are not receiving information from her via 
email, please let me know as soon as possible so we can get that fixed.  Would you like to know 
more about what’s happening in Montana FCCLA?  Please read the most recent ‘Talk of the 
State’ newsletter:  http://www.mtfccla.org/newsletters/2014_01_27_January_TOTS.pdf.  
 
Nicole, along with our State Executive Council and their advisers, are working hard on State 
Leadership Conference preparations.  It will be held in Billings on March 23 – 25 at the Billings 
Holiday Inn & Billings Hotel.  Members from around the state will be competing in Competitive 
Events on Monday, March 24, and we are looking for volunteer judges.  Judges start at 7:30 am 
and events vary in length.  Breakfast and lunch are provided.  If interested, please submit name 
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and email address to either myself or Nicole (nicole.wanago@mtfccla.org).  Consider 
supporting our students – we promise it will be an enjoyable and rewarding experience! 
 

Montana ProStart Update 
This morning, I sent out an email to all FCS high school teachers regarding Montana ProStart.  
Joan Leik, FCS & Culinary Arts teacher at Helena High School, is the new Montana ProStart 
Coordinator.  Montana ProStart's Annual Invitational & Wheat Montana High School Baking 
Competition is coming up on Tuesday, March 18, at Buck's T-4 in Big Sky, Montana.  Three 
competitions will be offered this year: 

1. Baking Competition - open to ProStart and Advanced FCS Programs 
2. Management Competition - open to ProStart Programs only 
3. Culinary Competition - Open to ProStart Programs only 

The registration deadline is February 18.  And, all competitions are open to the public!  If you 
have any questions regarding ProStart or would like the competition information and didn’t 
receive it, please don't hesitate to contact Joan at joanleik@gmail.com.   
 

2014 School Wellness in Action Mini-Grant Program 
Available 
Montana Team Nutrition is pleased to announce the 2014 School Wellness in Action Mini-Grant 
Program designed to support Montana school districts in putting their school wellness policies 
into action.  School wellness policies focus on improving students' health through increasing 
access to healthful food and beverage choices, nutrition education, and opportunities for 
regular physical activity.  This funding opportunity is designed to help create sustainable school 
environments that encourage healthy food choices and physical activity throughout the school 
day.  School districts must participate in the National School Lunch or Breakfast Program to be 
eligible for this mini-grant program. 
 
Applicants can apply for up to $2,000.00 per mini grant. The grant cycle is from June 1, 2014 
through August 31, 2015. The submission deadline for this application is March 14, 2014. 
Recipients of the mini-grants will be notified by the end of April, 2014.  Projects must be 
completed and funds spent by September 30, 2015.  The link to the application is: 
http://www.keysurvey.com/f/585794/ab40/  
 
Questions?  Please contact Katie Bark with the MT Team Nutrition Program at Montana State 
University. You can reach Katie at (406) 994-5641 or by e-mail at kbark@mt.gov.  
This mini-grant program is funded by a 2013 USDA Team Nutrition Training grant awarded to 
the Montana Office of Public Instruction.   
 
Technical Assistance Opportunities:  In addition to individual assistance, Team Nutrition will 
offer three opportunities to receive technical assistance (via a conference call) on grant 
requirements or suggested strategies or action steps regarding school wellness policy 
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implementation plans.  These events will occur at 10:00 am and 3:30 pm on the following dates: 
Monday, February 10th  
Thursday, February 13th 
Thursday, February 27th 
Preregistration is required to participate in these conference calls. To preregister, please e-
mail your name, e-mail address and telephone number to maryann.harris@montana.edu or call 
us at (406) 994-5397 in advance of conference call dates. 
 

Youth Serve Montana Scholarships 
$1,000 scholarship for volunteering 100 hours or more; Applications due Tuesday, April 15 
(Please note: This is a great opportunity for FCCLA members tracking their service hours for 
House Bill 86!) 
  
The Youth Serve Montana Scholarship was created to promote volunteerism among high school 
students, to encourage young leaders to further their learning, and to provide tuition assistance 
for Montana students who wish to attend college in state.   
  
Scholarship funds have been made available through support from Student Assistance 
Foundation and Montana Campus Compact. The scholarships are administered by the 
Governor's Office of Community Service. More information and the application form can be 
found here or at serve.mt.gov. Scholarship applications are due April 15.   
  
2014 Scholarship Guidelines:  

 Applicant must have completed 100 hours of volunteer service within a 12-month 
period. 12-months is defined as the period 12 months prior to the date of application. 

 AmeriCorps hours may not be used for this application's service hours. 
 Scholarship funds must be used for the 2014-2015 academic year at a Montana Campus 

Compact member institution. 
 Students must demonstrate financial need by documenting an active FAFSA (Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid) application. 
 Applications are due to the Governor's Office of Community Service by April 15, 2014. 

Questions? Contact Marissa Perry at 406-444-9077 or mperry@mt.gov. 
  

Montana FCS Job Openings 
The following FCS position is open in Montana: 

 Malta High School & Middle School:  
http://metnet.mt.gov/TPlacement/A935AFCD-3B9ACA00-034877B4  

 
Are you planning on retiring this year?  If so, it’s always nice for me to have a heads up in terms 
of potential job openings for our MSU graduates.  Keep me in the loop if don’t mind sharing 
your retirement news with me! 
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Thought of the Day 
In honor of Bob Marley’s birthday:  
“The greatness of a man is not in how much wealth he acquires, but in his integrity and his 
ability to affect those around him positively.”  
― Bob Marley 
 

Calendar of Events 
February 9 – 15, 2014: National FCCLA Week 
March 18, 2014: Montana ProStart's Annual Invitational & Wheat Montana High School Baking 
Competition, Big Sky, MT 
March 23 – 25, 2014: MT FCCLA State Leadership Conference, Billings, MT 
April 9 – 11, 2014: Montana Association of Family & Consumer Sciences Annual Spring 
Conference, Big Sky, MT (information to be provided via email soon!) 
April 23 – 26, 2014: ACTE Region V Conference, Mandan, ND 
April 28 – 29, 2014: Montana Financial Education Coalition Statewide Conference & Resource 
Fair, Helena, MT 
April 29 or 30, 2014: Montana Big Sky Pathways & Dual Enrollment Workshop, Bozeman, MT 
May 3 – 5, 2014: National ProStart Invitational, Minneapolis, MN 
May 4 – 7, 2014: NASAFACS Spring Meeting, Reno, NV 
June 6 – 8, 2014: Montana CTSO Leadership Camp, Bigfork, MT 
June 16 – 18, 2014: National Career Clusters Institute, Phoenix, AZ 
June 25 – 28, 2014: AAFCS Annual Conference & Expo, St. Louis, MO 
July 6 – 10, 2014: FCCLA National Leadership Conference, San Antonio, TX 

 

Facebook Group Links 
Montana FCS Educators Group: https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/168470129878554/  
Montana FCCLA Chapter Advisers Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/248102661886036/ 
*Both are closed groups – click on link and ask to be added for some great conversation & 
resources! 
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